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MEET THE MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL

State of the City
Inverness
City
Manager
Eric
Williams presented
the State of the
City in December
2020. “The state
of our Small Town
Done Right is strong, sustainable,
and resilient in the face of
what can, politely be said, as
an unprecedented year in our
community, state, and nation.

We are confident the best is
yet to come. In the coming
year the City will stay on course
and continue to rely upon
the principles of Plan-FundExecute as we focus attention
to economic development and
public investments that yield
an increased and expanded tax
base.“

City projects for 2021:
•
Colonade Street reclamation
and sidewalk project
•
Highway 44 Sewer Project
•
Updates to the Land
Development Code
•
Potable water
interconnections with Citrus
County
•
Vine Street sidewalk
reclamation
•
Whispering Pines Pool
resurfacing
•
Stormwater Master Plan
•
Eden Drive trail crossing
signalization

Picture L-R: Councilmember Hinkle, Councilmember McBride, Councilmember Ryan,
Mayor Plaisted, Council President Hepfer and Councilmember Bega.

Mayor Bob Plaisted
Seat One: David Ryan
Seat Two: Jacquie Hepfer
Seat Three: Ken Hinkle
Seat Four: Cabot McBride
Seat Five: Linda Bega
The City also congratulates Council President Hepfer
and Councilmember Cabot McBride on their successful
reelections in 2020.
More information about the Inverness elected offices visit
Inverness.gov or call (352) 726-2611 x 1007

Public Works Projects
NEW

Improvements

Cooter Pond Park

Visit Cooter Pond Park at 181 US
Hwy 41, Inverness to see dramatic
improvements to the decking.
The wood decking was replaced
with
WearDeck
compsite
decking. This new composite
will beautify and reduce the
maintenance that was needed in
the past.

North Pine Avenue Parking Lot
City Parking lot in front of the
Brannen Bank in downtown
Inverness
was
completely
restored to include reclamation,
grading, paving and striping of
the paking lot.
The Boys & Girls Club Inverness
This City-owned building was
pressure washed and painted
to beautify the exeterior. The
color scheme was chosen to
complement the Depot district.
This project was completed in
November 2020.

Pleasant Grove Sidewalk
This is an FDOT “Safe Routes
to School” funded project that
consists of new sidewalk on the

East side of Pleasant Grove Rd.
from SR44 to Grove Manor Blvd.
This project is expected to be
complete in early 2021.
Stormwater
The Inverness Public Works
Department is proud to do
its part in protecting the
environment by minimizing the
entry of pollutants (also known as
illicit discharge) into its precious
water resources to provide the
community with good, safe
drinking water. We are also doing
our part to help keep lake waters
swimmable and protect a quality
habitat for fishing and water
sports.
We can all make a difference
in the future of Florida’s
outstanding waterways by using
environmentally safe cleaning
products, preventing paints, oils
and other chemicals from flowing
into our streets. Remember to
blow leaves, grass clippings, soil
and other yard debris back into
your yard and not onto walkways
or streets.

Inverness Fire Department
NEW

Fire Department Staff & Volunteers

Inverness Fire Department
105 S. Apopka Ave., Inverness
The Inverness Fire Department
(IFD) plans in 2021 to increase its
community education programs,
demonstrations and offering
an open house that will be
announced in the spring of 2021.
During 2020, the IFD team
reposnded to over 460 calls, 48
fires, 241 medical cases, 66 good

intent cases, 56 false alarms, 41
hazardous conditions and 14
service calls.
Welcome to our new fire fighters
Kristin Burns
Became a full-time Inverness
Firefighter October 10, 2020. Has
served the IFD since April 2019.
Kelley DeMaio
Became a Volunteer Firefighter
November 17, 2020. Has served

the IFD since the inception of the
department.
Jose Finol
Became a Volunteer Firefighter
July 2020.
Sean Silhavy
Became a Volunteer Firefighter
July 2020. Joined the IFD
following fire school.

Depot Events

Valerie
Theatre

Valerie Theatre
207 Courthouse Square
(352) 341-7850
The Valerie Theatre is now open
six days a week with enhanced
community programming. In
addition to movies, the theater
has increased live events such
as community theater, local
talent, family and student
programming.
Last December, the theater had
three sold out performances of
the community production, “A
Christmas Carol.” Look for more
community productions and
local musicians in the spring.
The theater is following Covid-19
safety guidelines and limiting
occupancy. All patrons will wear
a mask and handwashing is
available in the lobby restroom
and upstairs.

Depot District
300 N. Apopka Avenue
(352) 341-7849
Enjoy the Market at the Depot
the first and third Saturday each
month from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. There’s
a variety of vendors at each
market.
Upcoming market dates:
•
•
•
•

February 6 & 20
March 6 & 20
April 3 & 17
May 1 & 15

Inverness
Event &
Visitor
Bureau
Visitor Center
203 E. Dampier Street
(352) 341-7820
Stop by the Visitor Center for the
latest event and city news as well
as city merchandise.
Inverness Big Bass Classic
February 27, 2021
Wallace Brooks Park
286 N. Apopka Ave., Inverness
One of the largest amateur bass
tournaments in the state, this
tournament recruits amateur
and professionals alike to Lake

This event requires vendors to
wear masks and encourages
attendees
to
wear
masks.
Additionally, the market is
operating at 50 percent capacity
and
is
encouraging
social
distancing. More info Inverness.
gov.
Henderson for the $1,000 an hour
payout for the biggest bass.

The
Valerie
Theatre’s
objective is to engage the
community through outreach,
programming, fundraising and
volunteerism. Please contact
Eileen Walsh at ewalsh@
inverness.gov to get involved.

Register online at
InvernessBigBassClassic.com or
in-person at the Visitor Center.

Community Events at the Depot
Citrus County Chronicle Healthy
Living Expo is set for Feb. 27, 10
a.m. - 2 p.m.
Citrus County Chronicle Spring
Outdoor Show is set for March 13,
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

The City will take all precautions
regarding covid-19 regarding the
fishing tournament.
For other festival news and dates
visit Inverness.gov for the latest
information.

Whispering Pines Park
1700 Forest Drive, Inverness
(352) 726-3913
The park is moving ahead
safely
with
many
activities
during Covid-19. Staff is taking
steps to enhance safety with
sanitizing multiple times per
day, practicing social distancing
and recommending masks. We
are also limiting capacity at our
venues and events.
New adult recreation activities are
moving forward such as kickball,
cornhole and softball.

The park is also home
to five different trails for
walking and hiking. Don’t
miss the recently renovated
Mountain Bike Trail 2.5
miles of great outdoors.
During this time of Covid-19
staff has worked hard to
renovate
pavilions
and
buildings throughout the
park. Stay tuned in 2021
as we continue to restore
the park’s facilities and
amenities.

Whispering Pines Pool

Photos scourtesy of Larry Dombrowski

Progressive Swim Team
M/W/F 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Evening Lap Swim
M/W/F 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Evening Water Exercise
M/W/F 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Evening Swim Lessons
Tuesday & Thursday 5:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m.
June 7 - July 30
Whispering Pines Pool is a
seasonal, heated, Junior Olympic
pool with a diving board open
March through October.

March 27 - May 30

Morning swim lessons offered 9:15
a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

Water Exercise Classes
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Public Swim
Seven days a week 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

March 1 - March 26

Public Swim
Seven days a week 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Water Exercise Classes
Monday - Friday 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Public Swim
Seven days a week 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

April 5 - June 6
Splash Pad open 7 days a week 10
a.m. - 7 p.m.
Public Swim
Seven days a week 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

