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History of Inverness, FL 
 

In 1868, a 35-year-old Civil War veteran named Alfred Tompkins, later known as "Uncle Alf", moved from 

Lecanto to a sparsely populated section of land next to the Tsala Apopka lakes chain then considered part 

of Hernando County. In June 1887 -- almost 20 years later --the area would become Citrus County when 

Governor E.A. Perry split the enormously sized Hernando County into three separate counties.  Per local 

historian D. Dale Hughes in A History of Inverness, Tompkinsville was platted March 10, 1887 on 160 

acres of land.  

 

At its height, Tompkinsville was "a substantial village of some 250 persons, most of whom were employees 

of a large lumber concern that operated just east of the junction of today's U.S. 41 and Turner Camp 

Road", (Citrus County Chronicle, November 3, 1949).    

 

In 1889, a Jacksonville firm agreed to build a new courthouse if the townspeople agreed to change the 

town name. With key citizens wanting the name change and for the sum of $2,000, “Uncle Alf” sold the 

naming rights to the firm and it became the Town of Inverness. Why Inverness? Local legend describes a 

Scotsman associated with the purchasing firm who was lonely for his birthland and thought the landscape 

resembled that of his hometown, Inverness Scotland.  
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INVERNESS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD 
 

  THOMAS SLAYMAKER   CHAIR     

   JESSE BRASHEAR      VICE CHAIR  

  CINDY DEVRIES      BOARD MEMBER  

  DAVID ARTHURS      BOARD MEMBER  

  CHARLES DAVIS      BOARD MEMBER   

  JANET BEGA      BOARD MEMBER  

  ANISSA CROWDER-SLAYMAKER    BOARD MEMBER 
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The map below depicts the location of the Original Redevelopment District and the Expanded Rede-
velopment District in the City of Inverness. 

The original redevelopment district (red area) consisted of approximately thirty-seven (37) acres.  

The expanded redevelopment district (purple area) significantly increased the land area to approxi-

mately 1,203 acres.  

The expanded district added 528 parcels with a 2015  taxable value of $262,225,961.  

Expanded Redevelopment District Land Uses 

Institutional -  28% 

City Park - 24% 

Residential -  18% 

Retail -  14% 

Office -    8% 

Vacant  –    8% 

Most of the taxable contributing values in the ERA stem primarily from commercial structures, while res-

idential units are the next greatest contributors.  

The expanded district  also includes the White Lake Industrial Park and a proposed Medical Arts District.  
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The expanded 1,203 acre CRA area was projected to generate just under a million dollars per year in 
revenue to the Agency.   In 2016, the City leveraged its future CRA revenues with a 12.9 million dollar 
bond issue.  Combined with an additional 2.5 million dollars in cash, the City created a 14.4 million dollar 
construction account to fund a number of projects shown on the pages that follow.  

Source of Funds   

Par Amount of 2017 Bonds  $        12,980,000  

Net Original Issue Premium                 398,604  

Unspent Proceeds from Prior Note              2,005,005  

City Contribution              2,500,000  

Agency Contribution                 600,000  

Total Sources  $        18,483,609  

  

Use of Funds   

Payment of Prior Note  2017  $          3,024,593  

Construction Account            14,438,672  

Restricted Surplus Account                 600,000  

Cost of Issuance                 420,344  

Total Uses  $        18,483,609  
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1. Wallace Brooks Park, located on Lake Henderson, features a boat-friendly dock for motor-
ized and non-motor vessels, as well as a pavilion. 

2. Historic Train Station building, permanently relocated closer to the Withlacoochee State 
Trail, can accommodate a restaurant or retail businesses needing space. 

3. The Inverness Visitor’s Center. 

4. Liberty Park, located on Lake Henderson, features a large grass event area, public re-
strooms and the City’s 9/11 Memorial. 

5. The Depot District features a large covered, open-air building, iconic water tower, stage, 
outdoor seating, bike parking and trail access. 

6. The Military Memorial located just outside of City Hall, features a male and female soldier 
from the Iraq War. The sculpture also features a piece of the fallen Saddam Hussein statue 
from Iraq brought back by U.S. military personnel. 

7. The City Garden, which opened in 2018, features 22 organic growing beds and a compost-
ing site 

 

NOTE:  PROJECT LOCATIONS ARE SHOWN ON THE MAP BELOW 
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WALLACE BROOKS PARK 

HISTORIC TRAIN STATION 

COST $2,228,999 

COST $1,298,415 
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LIBERTY PARK 

VISITORS CENTER COST $672,304 

COST $2,546,934 
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COST $5,758,876 

COST $375,637 INFANTRY MEMORIAL 

THE DEPOT 
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COST $289,655 CITY GARDEN 
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Redevelopment Agency Work Plan  

Current Priority — Commercial Corridor Revitalization 

See page 13 

Future Priority — Medical Arts District 

See page 14 
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Other Report Requirements 

There were no new projects initiated in  2020.   

No funds were expended for  affordable housing for low-income 

and middle income residents. 
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Current Priority 
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Future Priority 
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Appendixes 

 

A — ICRA Board Implementation Guidelines (2014) 

B — Inverness Community Redevelopment Plan 

Final Report (March 2014) 

C — 2019 Audited Financial Statements 

 

 

 

 

 

 


